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BACKGROUND

HISTORY

The Finnish Medical Society Duodecim has almost all of
the 18,000 Finnish doctors as members. The Society owns the
Duodecim Medical Publications company, which has focus on
electronic publishing for both health professionals and citizens.
One of the products of the Duodecim Medical Publications is
the Finnish translation of the MeSH thesaurus, FinMeSH.

The need of a translation of the MeSH thesaurus into Finnish
arose in the middle of the 1980’s in the Finnish Medical Society
Duodecim. The first partial translation made in 1989 was followed
by the full second version in 1997 and a third revised version
in 2004. Now, FinMeSH is updated once a year to match
the original MeSH in English.

FINMESH TODAY
FinMeSH is used as the main thesaurus in the Finnish Health Portal which includes the Finnish version of the Evidence-Based Medicine
Guidelines (EBMG) collection. A continuous log file recording the search strategies of the Health Portal provides information on the
search terms used, including the most common abbreviations and spelling mistakes. The log file is used to supplement FinMeSH with
appropriate synonyms. For the time being FinMeSH contains over 73 000 terms – that is, every single subject heading is supplemented
with approximately two synonyms. The MeSH scope notes have not been translated, but they are included in English in the FinMeSH
database. Furthermore, an MeSH-independent electronic dictionary (Finnish Medical Terms) contains definitions of most MeSH terms
in Finnish.

METATHESAURUS REX
In 2003 the idea of a health metathesaurus (“Metathesaurus Rex”) arose in the Duodecim Society: other electronic vocabularies
in Finnish could be brought together with the FinMeSH to form a larger entity and the terms describing the same concept would
be linked together. Building the metathesaurus did not cause any structural discrepancy between FinMeSH and the original MeSH.
Metathesaurus Rex is a “miniature UMLS” in Finnish, with the FinMeSH as its core vocabulary. The main vocabularies and
classifications that have been included in the metathesaurus so far are: FinMeSH, ICD-10 (International Classification of Diseases),
ICPC-2 (International Classification of Primary Care), the ATC-classification (generic drug names by WHO), the NOMESCO
classification for surgical procedures and the Finnish vocabulary on nursing.

Further information from peter.nyberg@duodecim.fi

